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The Essentials for Starting a Missional Church

Worksheet #2: “What Are We Starting?”

This worksheet is designed to be used with Unit Two of our “Essentials” training for
church planters. After printing this worksheet, complete the exercises and process it with
your church planting coach.

Reflection

Now that you’ve completed Unit Two, take some time and reflect on the New Testament
passages about “the Kingdom of God.” Reflect on some of the writings of Dallas Willard
or George Eldon Ladd with regards to “the Kingdom of God.” Also, reflect on Acts 1-4
to gain a clearer picture in your mind of a “Biblical Community.” In the area below,
describe in detail your mental picture (vision) of a Kingdom church.

My mental picture/my vision of a Kingdom church:

Copyright © 2005 by Glenn Smith




An Essential Experience

Attend and study 4 or 5 different churches, representing different models and styles of
ministry, as well as churches of different ages. We recommend that at least 3 of these
churches be less than 7 years old. Be sure to talk with the pastor or key leaders in the
church to get a good feel for what the church is like. Study their literature, website,
calendar, and new members’ class/materials — anything that will give you a good picture
of the church. After attending and studying the church, complete the following and
process with your coach. Caution: Do not allow yourself to become overly critical or
spiral into negativity, but ask God to help you be objective. (We suggest that you print
this worksheet for each church.)

Church Name

1. What evidence do you see that these leaders and this church have captured Jesus’
heart and vision for the Kingdom? (e.g. life-change focus, church planting,
community development initiative, global engagement, united prayer with the
larger Body of Christ)

2. What gives you the impression that this church is intentional about staying Christ-
centered?

3. Does this church have a drawing, attractive sense of community? What
observations can you make about their sense of community?
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4. Are these believers on mission or does this church appear to be more “consumer”
(or inward) focused? What observations lead you to this conclusion?

Take Away
What will you do to enlarge your heart, and the hearts of your people, for God’s
Kingdom? What will you do to make sure your new church is a Christ-centered

community on mission?

For more information see our website at www.nciglobal.org.
Contact us at info@nciglobal.org. Phone us at 281-635-3086.
Write to us at NCI, 4771 Sweetwater Blvd. #334, Sugar Land, TX 77479, USA
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